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First Quarter Summary Report: January – March 2019 

 
This article provides a summary of international infectious disease outbreaks reported during Q1. The ICC interim 

(real-time) reports can be found at www.aht.org.uk/disease-surveillance/icc-reports 
 

The data presented in this report must be interpreted with caution, as there is likely to be some bias in the way 

that samples are submitted for laboratory testing and subsequently reported. Consequently these data do not 

necessarily reflect true infectious disease frequency within the international equine population. A country with no 

reported outbreaks of a disease does not necessarily equate to the disease not being present in that country. Each 

table below summarises the number of disease outbreaks reported by a country. Each reported outbreak may 

involve more than one animal.  

Country EHV-1  EHV-4  EI Strangles 

Argentina - 1 - - 

Belgium 2 1 4 - 

Denmark - - 1 - 

France 4 36 26 33 

Germany - - 16 - 

Ireland - - 2 - 

Netherlands - - 1 - 

New Zealand - - - 1 

Nigeria - - 1 - 

Norway 1 - - - 

South Africa - 1 - - 

Sweden 1 7 4 3 

UK 2 6 63 - 

USA 2 - 11 28 
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Country EHV-1 Abortion 

Belgium 1 

Canada 1 

France 5 

Germany 1 

Japan 8 

Sweden 2 

UK 4 

USA 7 

Equine Herpes Virus-1 (EHV-1) Abortion 

The positive diagnosis was confirmed by PCR on fetal tissues. 

Two mares aborted in their ninth and tenth month of pregnancy respectively. 

One week prior, two horses suddenly developed neurological signs, consistent 

with EHV-1 neurological disease and were euthanased. 

Three outbreaks involved one case, one involved two cases and one involved 

four cases. When reported, one outbreak involved a Thoroughbred mare. 

The affected mare was a nine-year-old Thoroughbred with unknown vaccination status. Positive diagnosis 

was confirmed by PCR on fetal lung puncture aspirate and swabs of uterine discharges and endometrium.  

EHV-1 abortion was reported in eight Thoroughbreds on eight separate premises. Six of the animals   

were vaccinated. 

  

Both outbreaks were reported to involve single cases of abortion. 

  

 Three outbreaks involved Thoroughbreds, two involved vaccinated horses.  

 

Seven cases of abortion due to EHV-1 were reported on seven separate premises.  

 

 

EHV-1/-4 Respiratory Infection 

International: EHV remains endemic in most countries.  

 

Strangles 

International: Strangles remains endemic in most countries. 
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Equine Influenza report for Q1: summary of data for region resolution based outbreaks in Europe 

Only outbreaks with details reported on the region of a country affected are included in this summary report. 

 

An increased number of outbreaks have been reported across Europe since December 2018. Outbreaks have 

predominantly involved unvaccinated horses, but outbreaks involving vaccinated horses have also been reported. 

Investigations have confirmed that the virus isolated from outbreaks belongs to clade 1 of the Florida sub-lineage 

of H3N8 equine influenza. Risk factors for outbreaks occurring include; unvaccinated horses and new arrivals to a 

premises. A  high resolution image on the below information is available online at http://jdata.co.za/iccanalysis/

iccflu2019Q1.png  

This summary reported was collated by  

jDATA (Pty)Ltd http://jdata.co.za  



 

Neurological Diseases 

Country EEE EEV 
EHV-1 Neurological 

Disease 
Rabies WEE WNV 

France - - 3 - - - 

Germany - - 3 - - - 

Mexico - - - - 1 - 

South Africa - 1 - - - 1 

Sweden - - 3 - - - 

USA 8 - 13 1 - - 

Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) 

So far in 2019, there have been confirmed cases of EEE in Florida (seven cases) and Georgia (one case).  

 

 

Eastern Equine Encephalosis (EEV) 

Gauteng reported 60 cases of EEV, Mpumalanga reported 13 cases and Kwa-Zulu Natal, Limpopo, North-

West and the Western Cape reported 13 cases between them.  
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Equine Influenza summary report for Q1: West Africa 

 

Outbreaks of disease in Donkeys (and horses when resident in a region) 

have been reported since December 2019 across seven countries in 

West Africa. There have been reports from UK based charities and OIE 

of outbreaks in Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali, Nigeria, Niger and Senegal. 

Clinical signs in affected animals include fever and nasal discharge, with 

a high fatality rate reported. Testing has been carried out by local 

veterinary laboratories in different regions, but diagnosis has been 

challenging due to limited resources. A summary of reported outbreaks 

to OIE in Nigeria and Senegal is available at http://www.oie.int/

wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Diseaseinformation/reportarchive 

 

Nigeria 

Equine influenza has been confirmed by laboratory testing as the cause of outbreaks in Nigeria by PCR by National 

Veterinary Research Institute. An outbreak in Nigeria was first reported in December, with a total of 93 cases and 

37 deaths, with 217 susceptible horses or donkeys. The source of the infection was not confirmed but thought to 

be a result of sourcing of donkeys from a neighbouring country, resulting in illegal movements of animals. Further 

investigations revealed that the bulk of donkeys in the affected village came from a border town of Ruwa Wuri in 

Tangaza Local Government Area. On 20 February 2019, OIE reported further information on outbreaks in Nigeria, 

with more than 3000 equines reported to be infected and 270 deaths. 

 

Niger 

During April, it was reported that over 62,000 fatalities had occurred. 

 

Senegal  

There have been 277 outbreaks reported to OIE, with 41,416 cases and 2,703 fatalities. The causal agent of 

outbreaks has been confirmed as equine influenza by PCR by Livestock and Veterinary Research National 

Laboratory. Outbreaks are thought to have spread as a result of strong winds and dust. Stray donkeys are the 

main animals affected and play a role in spreading the disease as well as the groupings at weekly markets and 

watering points.  

Suspected outbreaks 

Laboratory confirmed 

outbreaks 

http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Diseaseinformation/reportarchive
http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Diseaseinformation/reportarchive


 

 Miscellaneous Diseases 

Country AHS EEV EIA Piroplasmosis Rabies 

Bulgaria - - 1 - - 

Canada - - 5 - - 

Ireland - - - 1 - 

Peru - - 1 - - 

South Africa 5 1 - 1 - 

Sweden - - - - - 

USA - - 7 - 1 

EHV-1 Neurological Disease 

One outbreak involved two unvaccinated horses, one involved seven horses with unknown vaccination 
status and one involved three vaccinated horses. Clinical signs included; ataxia, coughing, nasal discharge 

pyrexia and recumbency. 
 

All three outbreaks had multiple horses affected. Both respiratory and neurological signs were reported. 

Two outbreaks had reports of two horses being euthanased and one had three euthanased due to severe 
neurological signs 

 

A total of 13 outbreaks of EHV-1 neurological disease were confirmed in eight states. Three outbreaks 

involved reports of multiple cases. 

 

Rabies 

 A case of rabies was confirmed in a Quarter Horse in Gordon County, GA. Clinical signs included 

 inappetence, pyrexia, mild colic and pawing. The animal was euthanased. 

African Horse Sickness (AHS) 

AHS cases have occurred at an above average incidence, particularly in the Gauteng Province where just 

short of 200 cases were reported. Sporadic cases have been reported from the remaining Provinces in the 

AHS infected area, with 16 to 25 cases per Province. The Western Cape Province to date has not had any 

cases of the disease, both in the infected and AHS free parts. 

 

Equine Encephalosis Virus (EEV) 

Gauteng reported 60 cases of EEV, Mpumalanga reported 13 cases and Kwa-Zulu Natal, Limpopo, North-

West and the Western Cape reported 13 cases between them. 

 

Equine Infectious Anaemia (EIA) 

OIE reported a case of EIA in Pazardzik, southern Bulgaria. The affected horse had no clinical signs and 

was euthanased. The positive diagnosis was confirmed by agar gel immunodiffusion. 

Positive cases were confirmed during routine serological screening of asymptomatic animals. Only one 

case demonstrated clinical signs. 

 

OIE reported an outbreak of EIA in Lima, Peru. One subclinical case was reported and the animal was 

euthanased. Positive diagnosis was confirmed by agar gel immunodiffusion. 

       

EIA was diagnosed in five states, with five outbreaks involving multiple cases. Iatrogenic transmission was 

suspected in one outbreak. For the majority, it was reported that tracings were performed and positive 
animals were euthanased. Most cases were subclinical, one case was reported to have clinical signs. 

 
Piroplasmosis 

An imported pregnant Thoroughbred mare was found to have pyrexia and limb oedema on arrival and 

subsequently aborted. The mare was seropositive and the fetus PCR positive for Babesia caballi. 

 

equinesurveillance@aht.org.uk  www.aht.org.uk/disease-surveillance/icc-reports 


